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Safer Chineham Panel Meeting – 12:00 hrs 28/07/10 – Chineham Village Hall

1) Present:

PC Charlton, Cllr Miller, Cllr Wright, Ian Bentley, Richard Hawkes, Lee Thurbron, Debbie Mason.
Apologies:

Colin Waters, Simon Cushing, Blanche Miles, Cllr Still, Cllr Biermann, Ryan Thurman, Rob Gladman, Debbie Mason, Blanche Miles, Keith Patching, Sarah Morrisen.
2) Minutes of previous meeting read out and agreed as a true and accurate account.

No issues with minutes from February meeting.
3) Declarations of interest:

None raised.
Review Progress of current priorities:

Shopping Trolleys:

Blanche Miles sent her apologies but failed to provide any update on the tasks assigned to her as specifically requested. PC Charlton expressed his frustration that she has not made any progress on the shopping trolley priority in over a year. Blanche has informed the panel that Chris Williams will be taking her place on the panel from now on.
Cllr Biermann was not present and did not confirm whether or not he had asked for or received the requested statistics. 
ASB Guinea Court:

PC Charlton stated that there are still very few reports of ASB at the shops over the last few months. This priority had only been retained because there were previously no other issues identified as being significant enough to replace it, and to prevent resurgence as the weather improved. PC Charlton identified that the panel should look to replace this with another priority at the meeting.
Four lanes school traffic:

The last meeting of the sub-committee took place on 14/07/10. PC Charlton reported that the residents survey confirmed that the parking/traffic issues were a significant problem for residents, and that their biggest concerns were junction obstruction followed by driveway obstruction.
Barry Ford, the Highways representative on the committee, has stated that it will not be possible to install double-yellow lines (DYL) as the road is not deemed a priority road by Hants Highways and because this years plan is already full. PC Charlton has asked Barry Ford if it would be possible to install DYL if the funding came from elsewhere, i.e. the parish council. Barry Ford confirmed that an alternative funding source would by-pass the need for it to be a HCC designated priority road, however as this years plan was already full, that money would have to be sought to employ extra staff, or pay current staff overtime to complete the necessary traffic regulation order.
However, Barry Ford had agreed to arrange to install white road markings at drop curbs to prevent obstruction, and proposed a site meeting with his colleague, Gary Hedges, to identify where these should be put in. The intention is for these to be in place before the beginning of the new school year.

PC Charlton is waiting to hear when this meeting will take place.

The minutes of the sub-committee meeting are attached.

5) Members tasking reports:

a) Downland to send letters to residents of St Jospehs Crescent warning them about fly-tipping in the area.

No representative of Downland was in attendance and no apologies or update had been provided on their task. This is the second meeting in a row that no response has been received.
b) All housing associations to send letters to their residents reminding them of the risk of ‘letterbox’ burglaries.

No housing officers in attendance and only Colin Waters from Southern has confirmed this has been done.

c) Blanche Miles – As above re shopping trollies, to write Chineham Chat article re fly-tipping, Remove graffiti reported by Cllr Biermann, and email details of ines to Downland re their letters to residents on the subject.
No response from Blanche as stated above.
d) PC Charlton – has conducted residents questionnaires regarding Four Lanes traffic priority, and has made NHW aware that lampposts are being replaced in the area and the need to ensure their signs are removed and then refitted to the new lampposts.

6) Statisitical Review:

Crime report:

PC Charlton stated that in general crime has remained low in the parish for the last 3 months, however there had been a burglary the night before at the One-stop store where the offenders had tried to steal the money from the ATM, but had left empty-handed as it had no money in it. PC Charlton explained that this was part of a town-wide series where ATM machines at secluded locations are targeted.
In general burglary rates are very low. This was partially attributed to a male being evicted from his home in Chineham after being arrested and convicted for burglary and handling stolen property. In the year up to his imprisonment there had been over 90 breaks, but in the year since there had been just over thirty.

Comparing the 2nd quarters for 2009 and 2010 showed marked decreases in ASB, violence offences, theft from vehicles and criminal damage.
ASB report:

PC Charlton explained that ASB in very low at the moment. The hot-spot areas are the Chineham shopping centre, Great Binfields School, and the sports barn. Most reports centre around youths approaching members of the public asking them to buy them alcohol. Those involved are being monitored closely and are either on, or have just come off of Acceptable Behaviour Contracts (ABC’s) which include bans from the shops. All reports are being followed up and action taken where possible.
PC Charlton explained that reports may increase over the summer holidays, but that last years did not see a significant increase. BDBC and housing associations are running acitivites over the holidays to help kids use their time constructively.

Police are running Operation Summer which involves targeted patrols at ASB hot-spot areas to prevent and deal with ASB.

Members Input:

Lee Thubron:

- Reported speeding vehicles on Hanmore Road, which was supported by Cllr Miller. Richard Hawkes identified a similar problem on Crockford Lane.

- Stones being thrown at vehicles from the footbridge over the A33. Cllr Wright reported experiencing this herself. PC Charlton pointed out that this is a historical problem, and a common complaint with most if not all bridges, and that it was very difficult to prevent and catch those responsible due to the nature of the offence. Cllr Miller stated that only by putting a cage of some sort over the bridge could it be prevented. Cllr Miller volunteered to look into this option. PC Charlton said that he would continue to patrol the bridge.
- Youths loitering in the shopping centre and approaching customers for alcohol.

Cllr Miller:

- Raised concerns re the application by another company (Bottleneck) to reopen the off-licence at Guinea Court from 1200-2300. Many residents have contacted him to oppose the application on the grounds of previous ASB outside the shops. However, PC Charlton stated that in his opinion the previous off-licence did not contribute to the ASB problems because the staff were very aware of underage and proxy sales and consequently there was never any leakage identified from the store.

PC Charlton also pointed out that One-stop were considering taking over the lease for the empty unit so they could use the licence to sell alcohol from their own store. PC Charlton stated that in his opinion that this would be the worse outcome due to the layout of the store making alcohol thefts very likely, and the fact that the staff on duty in the store at ASB peak periods are often young females who are not prepared to prevent/deal with this and ASB.

Cllr Miller pointed out that Tesco own One-stop, and therefore with a 24hr Tesco store so close-by, why would they need to have an off-licence.

The SCP members present agreed that the SCP should oppose the both options – pls note that Debbie Mason did not participate in that vote.

- Raised the issue of speeding on Thornhill Way and other main roads in the parish.

- Raised concerns re the speed of vehicle approaching the roundabouts on the A33 and  suggested 30mph limits on the approaches to make it safer for pedestrians and road users. He also raised concerns re vehicles racing to overtake between the traffic lights and the reduction to single-carriageway as vehicles head out towards Sherfield. Cllr Miller volunteered to follow these issues up with Highways to see what could be done.
Ian Bentley:

No issues raised.

Cllr Wright:

- Identified speeding on Mattock Way stating that it was being used as a rat-run, and proposed the idea of traffic calming measures to alleviate the problem. Cllr Miller volunteered to look into this possibility, as well as to request the data be downloaded from the parish’s electronic reminder signs to establish the extent of the speeding problem. PC Charlton stated that he would make a formal request for the Road Policing Unit to conduct speed checks on the major roads in Chineham.

Richard Hawkes:

- Raised the issue of the employees from the Audi garage parking their cars on the dual-carriageway section of Crockford Lane. Richard pointed out that this causes traffic to build-up at the roundabout when employees leave work from the business park, and subsequently many have now started cutting through Chineham to get home more quickly. Thus it is contributing to the problem of speeding and congestion. Richard also made the panel aware that the transporters delivering cars to Audi are parking on the DYL on Crockford Lane and then driving new cars without tax/plates on public roads to get them on site.

PC Charlton proposed that Richard arrange for him, Cllr Miller, Stuart Piggott, and the Audi manager, and a representative from Audi UK to attend a meeting of his occupiers panel to discuss the problem they are causing.
Priorities for next quarter:

1. Abandoned shopping trolleys

2. Speeding on major roads
3. Four Lanes traffic issues

Members tasking:

The following tasks must be completed by the next meeting in October. Please note some of

these tasks are outstanding from previous meetings and are therefore late and also need completion.
Downland:

i) Send residents of St. Josephs letters about fly-tipping – Blanche Miles will email details 
about fines so that this can be included in letters

Chris Williams:
To find out what Blanche has done on the following:

i) Arrange meeting with Tesco to discuss trolleys issues (monthly EVA, hot spot map, reporting/collection protocol, wheel locks/barrier) and to invite PC Charlton/PCSO Patching along.
ii) Write an article for the Chineham Chat about fly-tipping and trolleys.

iii) Remove remaining graffiti reported by Cllr Biermann

iv) Email details of fly-tipping fines to Downland to enable them to include them in their letters
Cllr Beirmann:

i) To pass details of remaining graffiti to Blanche Miles for cleaning.

ii) To ask Blanche to provide monthly statistic of trolleys collected in Chineham.

iii) To arrange clearing of rubbish behind St Josephs with Downland/Blanche Miles.

PC Charlton:

i) Request speed checks by Roads Policing on major roads in Chineham.

ii) To patrol A33 footbridge to prevent stone throwing.
Cllr Miller:

i) To look into possibility of a cage being fitted to A33 footbridge to prevent s missiles being thrown at passing vehicles.

ii) To take the lead regarding the off-licence at Guinea Court.

iii) To approach Highways to establish whether anything can be done to reduce speed and increase safety on the A33 through Chineham.

iv) To look into the possibility of traffic calming measures on Mattock Way.

v) To request data from Parish Council speed reminder signs re speeding.

Date of next meeting:

Tuesday 5th October 2010 at 1200hrs in the committee rooms at the Chineham Village Hall
